
In addition, the proportion of each alcoholic ingredient in the list of alcoholic ingredients shall be expressed at least 
once as a percentage, in descending order of quantities used. That proportion shall be equal to the percentage by volume 
of pure alcohol it represents in the total pure alcohol content by volume of the mixture. 

5. The use of the names of plant raw materials which are used as the legal names of certain spirit drinks shall be 
without prejudice to the use of the names of those plant raw materials in the presentation and labelling of other 
foodstuffs. The names of such raw materials may be used in the description, presentation or labelling of other spirit 
drinks, provided that such use does not mislead the consumer. 

6. A maturation period or age may only be specified in the description, presentation or labelling of a spirit drink 
where it refers to the youngest alcoholic component of the spirit drink and in any case provided that all the operations 
to age the spirit drink took place under revenue supervision of a Member State or supervision providing equivalent 
guarantees. The Commission shall set up a public register listing the bodies appointed by each Member State to 
supervise ageing processes. 

7. The legal name of a spirit drink shall be indicated in the electronic administrative document referred to in 
Commission Regulation (EC) No 684/2009 (22). Where a maturation period or age is indicated in the description, 
presentation or labelling of the spirit drink, it shall also be mentioned in that administrative document. 

Article 14 

Indication of place of provenance 

1. Where the place of provenance of a spirit drink, other than a geographical indication or trade mark, is indicated in 
its description, presentation or labelling, it shall correspond to the place or region where the stage in the production 
process which conferred on the finished spirit drink its character and essential definitive qualities took place. 

2. The indication of the country of origin or place of provenance of the primary ingredient as referred to in 
Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 shall not be required for spirit drinks. 

Article 15 

Language used for the names of spirit drinks 

1. The terms in italics in Annexes I and II and geographical indications shall not be translated either on the label or 
in the description and presentation of spirit drinks. 

2. By way of derogation from paragraph 1, in the case of spirit drinks produced in the Union and destined for 
export, the terms referred to in paragraph 1 and geographical indications may be accompanied by translations, 
transcriptions or transliterations, provided that such terms and geographical indications in the original language are not 
hidden. 

Article 16 

Use of a Union symbol for geographical indications 

The Union symbol for protected geographical indications established pursuant to Article 12(7) of Regulation (EU) 
No 1151/2012 may be used in the description, presentation and labelling of spirit drinks the names of which are 
geographical indications. 

Article 17 

Prohibition of lead-based capsules and lead-based foil 

Spirit drinks shall not be held with a view to sale or be placed on the market in containers fitted with closing devices 
covered by lead-based capsules or lead-based foil. 
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(22) Commission Regulation (EC) No 684/2009 of 24 July 2009 implementing Council Directive 2008/118/EC as regards the computerised 
procedures for the movement of excise goods under suspension of excise duty (OJ L 197, 29.7.2009, p. 24). 


